CHAPTER   IV.

FROM ARISTOTLE TO CHRISTIANITY.

TN the last chapter we saw that Aristotle by grouping the
-^* four separate and Independent elements of Plato into two
compound and connected ones, was enabled to account in a
measure for the procession and evolution of things over and
above their mere structure and composition; and so pushed the
little barque of Philosophy a stage nearer that Religious shore to
which it was inevitably tending. We have now to we that its
next stage had to be reached by a continuation of the same
process, viz., by the drawing together again of this connected
pair of factors into a single concrete unity, Aristotle, we may
remember, had reduced the great factors of UK*. World-process
to a Supreme Power possessed of Ideas, on the one hand, and
a basis of Matter packed with the same Ideas, on the other;
and had filled the gap between with the great reservoir of
JEther which by communicating Motion to the wide expanse
of Matter, enabled it to incorporate into itself one by one the
Ideas with which, it was surcharged or surrounded, theuihy
precipitating the order and beauty of the phenomena of this
World of Time as we know them, Now in this theory, God,
it is to be observed, is separated and kept apart from the
Universe, and can communicate with it only through the
intervening medium of the JEthcr, If, therefore, we were to
suppose this intervening medium to be abolished, and the